LESSON SNAPSHOT
BOTTOM LINE:
Prayer is our greatest weapon.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will commit to praying every day.
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 12:1-16, Peter’s Escape From Prison
MEMORY VERSE:
“So put on all of God’s armor. Evil days will come. But you will be able to stand up to
anything. And after you have done everything you can, you will still be standing.”
Ephesians 6:13 (NIrV)
Read the memory verse aloud for each kid. Each time you do, leave out one word. See
if the kids can tell you what word you left out.
SUMMARY:
Our greatest weapon is the ability to turn to God and rely on Him to help us. Prayer is
a like a horn used to call for help in battle or let everyone know when it is time to attack.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Teach us to pray every day!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

EASY AT HOME OBJECT LESSON
ITEMS NEEDED:
A pair of walkie talkies
Did you know that before walkie talkies became popular kids toys, they were vital
equipment for our troops? Our soldiers rely on good communication when they go into
danger. They need to be able to call for help at a second’s notice if they run into
trouble. That’s why they always carry radios and walkie talkies, giving them that vital
link back to home base.
We don’t need a walkie talkie to call on God for help. All we need to do is pray. God will
hear our prayers, and he will race to our rescue.
Whatever challenges you face this week, know that God is just a prayer away. If you
have a problem in school, pray. If you have a problem with sin, pray. If you feel alone
and just need to know you are loved, pray. God will be there. God will answer. God will
come to the rescue.

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

FAMILY GAME TIME
WIN LOSE OR DRAW
ITEMS NEEDED:
A large drawing pad or chalkboard
Markers or chalk
INSTRUCTIONS:
Choose two teams of two for this game. Send one team out of the room. Pick one
player to draw and one to guess. Each team will have to draw the exact same thing: a
saxophone. Time the players and see how long it takes for them to correctly guess the
picture.
Clear the board or drawing pad and bring in the other team. See if the second team can
beat the first team’s time.
VARIATION:
An alternate game would be to have two people draw different pictures for the
audience. See who can help the audience guess their picture the quickest.
WHAT’S THE POINT?
We don't need a phone (or a saxaphone) to talk to God. When we need help, we can
call on God in prayer.

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

FAMILY BIBLE LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Prayer is our greatest weapon.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will commit to praying every day.
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 12:1-16, Peter’s Escape From Prison
INTRO:
During the last six lessons, we’ve covered the six parts of the Armor of God. Let’s
review them, shall we?
See if the kids can give you the six pieces of armor that have already been taught.
There’s one thing more a soldier needs if he’s going into battle: communication.
Communication is absolutely critical to the success of any military force. In today’s
world, no soldier, no pilot, no ship, no tank, no airplane ever goes into combat without
some way to communicate back to base. Even the blackest of black operations teams
have some means of communicating if they get into trouble so that someone can send
a rescue or additional troops should that be necessary.
Communication can be by radio. It can happen in written form. It can be encoded so
that the enemy can’t read your messages. Today’s military has some of the most
advanced and sophisticated methods of communicating ever devised. But it wasn’t
always that way.
Back in Bible times, there was no such thing as a radio. They didn’t have wi-fi,
bluetooth, Internet, telephone, Morse code, or anything that advanced. There were two
ways to communicate. One was by messenger, riding through enemy lines on a horse.
The other was with a horn.
The horn was a soldier’s last hope in an emergency. The horn was used when a
messenger wouldn’t get through fast enough. When soldiers hear a horn sounding in
battle they know someone’s in trouble. You better get there fast, or there won’t be
anyone left to rescue.

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

FAMILY BIBLE LESSON
In today’s Bible story, Peter was in just such a predicament. The former disciple of
Jesus turned apostle was sitting behind bars, probably headed for his execution. Then
Peter’s fellow believers sounded the horn. They got on their knees, and they prayed to
the One they knew could rescue Peter.
READ ACTS 12:1-16
MAIN POINT:
Things were starting to get bad for the early church. The rulers of the day saw the early
Christians as a minor nuisance at first, but the more people placed their trust in
Jesus, the more dangerous Herod and the religious leaders thought the Christians
were. James, the brother of John, had already lost his life, and more would soon follow.
Even Peter would one day die for his faith.
But not on this occasion! The believers called on Jesus and asked Him to spare Peter.
They knew that Peter’s only hope was for God to intervene, and that’s exactly what
happened. God sent an angel to rescue Peter and send him back to his friends.
Prayer works. It is the ultimate weapon against any challenge. When you need help,
when someone you love needs help, get on your knees. Sound the horn, and say a
prayer!
DRIVE IT HOME:
It’s sad to say that many people today don’t believe in the power of prayer. They mock
Christians for sending “thoughts and prayers” when tragedy happens. They think we
are only fooling ourselves, talking to the ceiling. They think no one is listening.
Ask anyone who has walked with the Lord all their lives and they will tell you, someone
IS listening. God hears the prayers of his people. He hears when we cry out for help.
He hears when we pray for those who have been hurt or injured by tragedy. God wants
us to call to him whenever we or anyone we know is in distress. God will hear, and God
will answer.
Paul didn’t tell us to pick up the “horn of prayer” in Ephesians, but he concluded his
lesson on the armor of God with an urgent plea to pray:
READ EPHESIANS 6:18-20
Pray on all occasions. Pray for yourselves. Pray for each other. Pray for your leaders
and teachers. Pray for our country, and for all those who are suffering, here and around
the world.
A good soldier knows where his horn is. When trouble comes, he sounds the horn.

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

FAMILY BIBLE LESSON
Prayer is the ultimate weapon against the challenges we face in our lives. Let’s commit
ourselves to being prayer warriors, and let’s pray constantly. God is waiting to hear from
us. Time to get on our knees and fight.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Teach us to pray every day!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
ICEBREAKER:
If you had a walkie talkie, what would your code name be?
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Acts 12:1-16
Why was Peter arrested?
What do you think Herod planned to do with Peter?
What did the believers do?
How did God rescue Peter?
How much time will you commit to spend each day this week in prayer?
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Hear our prayers and save us!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

LESSON REVIEW GAME
Q&A
Who had James the son of John put to death?
HEROD
Which former disciple was thrown in jail?
PETER
What did the other believers do for Peter?
THEY PRAYED FOR HIM
Whom did God send to rescue Peter?
AN ANGEL
What should we do when we need help this week?
PRAY!

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER

CRAFT ACTIVITY
For this lesson, create a template for the horn that the kids will cut out for their soldier.
Have the kids trace and cut out their horn and write “prayer” on them. Let them color
and decorate the horn as they see it. You can also use the included template.

ARMOR OF GOD: PRAYER
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